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Social Welfare
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1. Pension

National Pension

The national government bears the responsibility for
operating and administering the National Pension
system, using funds contributed by the government
and the premiums collected from the insured. The plan
ensures that the insured can maintain a stable lifestyle,
by paying annuities if specific criteria are fulfilled when
the insured reaches old age, or in the event of injury or
illness resulting in disability or death.

Employed individuals and dependents are automatically
covered by the employer's insurance plan. All residents
in Japan between the ages of 20 and 59 (inclusive),
including foreign residents, are eligible for the National
Pension system if they are not insured by an employer
or through their spouse, as Category I insured persons.

When a Category I insured person gives birth, they are
exempt from paying insurance premiums for a period
before and after birth if they submit a notice. Also, if
the payment of insurance premiums becomes difficult
due to financial issues, they may qualify for a payment
exemption upon application.

Employees’ Pension

People who are working for companies or corporations
join the Employees’ Pension Insurance system
automatically. They also become Category II insured
persons of the National Pension system. The insurance
fee is deducted from your monthly salary. For more
details, please contact the Japan Pension Service (JPS)
Branch Office with jurisdiction over the ward in which
you live.

Additionally, the dependents of those covered by
Employee’s Pension Insurance are Category III insured
persons under the National Pension system.
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Lump-Sum Withdrawal Payments

Those who have been enrolled in the National Pension
system or Employee’s Pension system for a period of
six months or more and leave the country without
receiving benefit payments from either one can receive
a lump sum withdrawal payment, on condition that
they apply within two years of the day they leave
Japan.

For more details, please contact the Japan Pension
Service (JPS) Branch Office with jurisdiction over the
ward in which you live.

Chuo Ward, Midori Ward, Wakaba Ward

Chiba JPS Branch Office TEL 043-242-6320

Hanamigawa Ward, Inage Ward, Mihama Ward

Makuhari JPS Branch Office TEL 043-212-8621

2. Welfare for Senior Citizens

A variety of programs are offered to assist elderly
residents, including initiatives to support engagement
in society and provide motivation and a sense of
purpose in life, as well as efforts to ensure that senior
citizens can live in familiar areas or at home even if
they need nursing care or support.

For more information, contact the Senior Citizens'
Welfare Division or the Senior Citizens' and Disabled
Persons' Support Division at each ward's Health and
Welfare Center.

Senior Citizens' Welfare Division TEL 043-245-5171

Senior Citizens’ and Disabled Persons’ Support
Division:

Health and TEL
Welfare Center

Chuo 043-221-2150
Hanamigawa 043-275-6425
Inage 043-284-6141
Wakaba 043-233-8558
Midori 043-292-8138
Mihama 043-270-3505
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The Elder Senior Citizen Medical Care System

The Elder Senior Citizen Medical Care System is a
system in which all citizens of Japan assist in the
payment of medical expenses for elder senior citizens,
providing essential medical services to individuals aged
75 and older in light of their physical status and living
conditions.

Operation of the system is managed by the Chiba
Prefecture Elder Senior Citizen Medical Care Regional
Union, in which all municipalities in Chiba Prefecture

participate as members.

Senior Citizens’ and Disabled Persons’ Support
Division:

Chiba Prefecture Elder Senior Citizen | TEL 043-216-5011

Medical Care Regional Union

Health Insurance Division TEL 043-245-5170

Citizens’ General Inquiries Division

Ward Office TEL

Chuo Citizens’ General Inquiries Division 043-221-2133

Hanamigawa Citizens’ General Inquiries Division |043-275-6278

Inage Citizens’ General Inquiries Division 043-284-6121

Wakaba Citizens’ General Inquiries Division 043-233-8133

Midori Citizens’ General Inquiries Division 043-292-8121

Mihama Citizens’ General Inquiries Division 043-270-3133

Joining the Elder Senior Citizen Medical Care
System

Those who are aged 75 and older (65 and older for
those with designated disabilities) become members
(insured persons) of the Elder Senior Citizen Medical
Care System.
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As those who are aged 75 and older are automatically
enrolled in the system, no application is necessary.

Those individuals with designated disabilities aged 65
and older must apply for certification by the Chiba
Prefecture Elder Senior Citizen Medical Care Regional
Union.

People Who May Not Join the Elder Senior
Citizen Medical Care System

Those without a certificate of residence (tourists,
people with Visas for medical stay, residents of less
than three months, and diplomats) may not join the
Elder Senior Citizen Medical Care System. However,
even those who have lived in Japan for less than three
months may become insured when their intent to stay
longer than three months is recognized by presenting
necessary documents, etc.

Loss of Entitlements

You will lose vyour entitlements if any of the
circumstances listed below apply to you:

(1) If you move out of Chiba Prefecture

* You will receive benefits under the prefecture
regional union at your new address. However, if
you move into a welfare institution or a hospital,
you will remain under the jurisdiction of the Chiba
Prefecture Elder Senior Citizen Medical Care
Regional Union.

(2) In case of death
(3) If you leave Japan

(4) When you start to receive welfare

Health Insurance Card

Each member is issued a health insurance card that
provides proof of membership in the Elder Senior
Citizen Medical Care System. Please display your health
insurance card each time you receive a medical

examination at a medical facility.
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Insurance Premiums

An insurance premium is incurred for each insured
person. The amount of premium differs depending on
the income of the policyholder and the members of
their household.

Health Insurance Compensation for Iliness or
Injuries

Present your health insurance card when you receive
an examination at a medical facility that offers health
insurance treatment. You will be charged 10-30% of
the medical costs (out-of-pocket expenses) and the
remaining 70-90% will be covered by the Regional
Union.

For further information on other compensations and
the details of the system, please see the official website
of the Elder Senior Citizen Medical Care System

(Japanese only). http://www.kouiki-chiba.jp/

3. Welfare for Individuals with Disabilities

A variety of benefits are available for physically or
mentally disabled persons. To receive benefits, those
with physical disabilities are required to have the
Handbook for the Physically Disabled, and those with
intellectual disabilities are
Handbook of Care.

required to have the

Contact the Senior Citizens' and Disabled Persons'
Support Division at the following Health and Welfare
Centers for more information.
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Health and
Welfare Center

TEL

Chuo

043-221-2152

Hanamigawa

043-275-6462

Inage 043-284-6140
Wakaba 043-233-8154
Midori 043-292-8150
Mihama 043-270-3154

Those who suffer from psychiatric disorders need the
Welfare and Health Handbook for Individuals with

Psychiatric Disorders in order to receive benefits.

Contact the Public Health Division at your local Health

and Welfare Center for more information.

Health and
Welfare Center

TEL

Chuo

043-221-2583

Hanamigawa

043-275-6297

B9S85 T A A L

hREEEAL 52—
TeL 043-221-2152

FeHaRHLEFALHLCL

ER)IREEL 42—
TeL 043-275-6462

WaEHFEHAALL

mEREELEV2—
TeL 043-284-6140

bohEETFASLCL
ERAREL VS
TeL 043-233-8154

HEYIE T A & <L

kAR 52—
Ter 043-292-8150

HIEEFET AL AL
ERERELET 52—
Te 043-270-3154

FULA LA Mz =0

A AT

Thb&d V2&5 EiH A AL

FiR INBETT, uil,«atf%&*mfﬂt
T AZSH

t\/g_@%ﬁ/\o

BwIB5EF T A A LL

R EERELE2—

TeL 043-221-2583

FoadbETFASLCL

R I REELL > 5—
Te 043-275-6297

WEHEF A AL
mERREUE 2
TeL 043-284-6495

Inage 043-284-6495 bAFIEH A AL
ERERREL S~
Wakaba 043-233-8715 TeL 043-233-8715
HEYEFEF A AL
Midori 043-292-5066 R REt 2—
_ TeL 043-292-5066
Mihama 043-270-2287 AEEEH A &L
ERRERELEVZ—
Glossary }%E’E% TeL 043-270-2287
English Japanese Romanization
REE BA:E O—<F
Chiba Prefecture Elder Senior Citizen | FTEBRZHS#EEE |chibaken kouki koureisha iryou
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Employees’ Pension
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kousei nenkin
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National Health Insurance System & Health Examinations
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1. National Health Insurance System
Those who are registered as residents in Chiba City and are
not enrolled in any type of health insurance through their
employers, etc. must enroll in the National Health Insurance
(NHI) system. The NHI is a system to receive medical
treatment in which enrolled person contribute through
insurance premiums and in return they only have to pay a
percentage of their medical fees.

Note: Even if you are covered by an exchange student
insurance plan, a life insurance plan with medical coverage
benefits, or a traveler's accident insurance plan, you must
enroll in the National Health Insurance system. (These types
of insurance are not applicable under the public medical
insurance system in Japan.)

Joining the National Health Insurance System

Please apply to register for the National Health Insurance
system at the Citizens’ General Inquiries Division of your
ward office by bringing a form of personal identification
(residence card, special permanent residence certificate,
etc.). Typical insurance payments are done by bank account
transfer. If you have your cash card with you, you may

register your bank account at the help desk.

People Who May Not Join the National Health Insurance
System

(1) Those who are not eligible for a residence record
(tourists, people with Visas for Medical stay, residents of
less than three months, and diplomats). However, even
those who have lived in Japan for less than three
months may join when they renew their period of stay if
it will be for more than three months . In that case,

documentary proof, such as a student or employment

I.D., will be required.

(2) Persons who subscribe to health insurance plans at their
place of employment, and any of their dependent family
members.
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Withdrawal

You must undertake procedures to withdraw from the
National Health Insurance system and return your
health insurance card to the Citizens' General Inquiries
Division at the ward office within 14 days if any of the
circumstances listed below apply to you:

(1)If you move out of Chiba City (Undertake
procedures to re-apply at your new address.)

(2) If you join the health insurance plan at your place
of employment (Bring the health insurance card
that you received from your company and your
National Health Insurance card to the ward office.)

(3) In case of death

(4) If you leave Japan

(5) When you start to receive welfare

Other Procedures

You must notify the ward office within 14 days if any of
the following circumstances apply. You will need your
health insurance card and identification (residence
card, special permanent residence certificate, etc.).
Procedures can be completed at the Citizens’ General
Inquiries Division of your ward office.

(1) If you have changed addresses within the city

(2) If you have withdrawn from your company's health
insurance plan

(3) If the head of the household or your name has
changed

(4) If a child is born

Health Insurance Card

Upon joining the National Health Insurance system,
each member is issued one health insurance card that
provides proof of membership in the Chiba City
National Health Insurance system. Please show your
health insurance card each time you receive a medical
examination at a medical facility.
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Insurance Premiums

National Health Insurance premiums are calculated for
each enrolled person in a household and then totaled.
The head of household must pay this total amount in pre-
miums on behalf of all NHI-enrolled household members.

Payment is typically done by bank transfer.

Health Insurance Compensation

For lliness or Injuries

Present your proof of insurance when you receive an
examination at a medical facility that accepts National
Health Insurance. You will be charged 20-30% of the
medical costs, and Chiba City will pay the remaining
70-80%.

When You Forget Your Health Insurance Card

If for some reason you do not have your health
insurance card with you when you receive medical
treatment, you will be asked to pay the entire amount
of the cost of treatment.

Take the necessary documentation to the Citizens’
General Inquiries Division at your ward office and you
can apply to be reimbursed for personally-borne costs
as assessed and decided upon in accordance with the
regulations of the National Health Insurance system.

Payments for Excessive Medical Bills

When an individual's medical expenses for
hospitalization or outpatient treatment at the same
medical facility in the same month are more than a
designated amount, the exceeded amount will be
reimbursed (excluding the balance of charges for bed

fees and incidentals).
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When Medical Costs are High Due to Hospitalization

If you are hospitalized in a medical facility, you can
avoid paying high medical fees by showing a ‘certificate
for the application of a maximum fee’. This will limit the
maximum fee per month that you must pay. Please
apply for this certificate at the Citizens’ General
Inquiries Division of your local ward office.

When A Child Is Born

When a child is born to a National Health Insurance
Plan member, a maternity and parenting lump-sum
payment is paid to the head of the household.

Normally, the procedures to use the system for
maternity and parenting lump-sum direct payment are
completed at the medical institution. However, if you
cannot use the direct payment system, or the childbirth
fees are less than the amount of the lump-sum and
would create an imbalance, please bring the following
documents with you to your local ward office's Citizens'
General Inquiries Division, or any civic center, to apply:

(1) Health insurance card
(2) Maternal and Child Health Handbook

(3) Documentation of the head of household's bank
account information

(4) A copy of the receipts/invoices associated with the
child's birth, issued by the hospital

When Involved in a Traffic Accident or Injured by
Another Person

As a rule, it is the duty of the person who was
responsible for the injury to bear the medical expenses,
but you can apply to receive treatment that is covered
by the National Health Insurance system. Before using
your health insurance card, please contact the Citizens’
General Inquiries Division at the ward office.

Also, at a later date, the City of Chiba will require
the person responsible to reimburse the medical
expenses covered by the City.
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2. Municipal Health Examinations

Specified Health Examinations and Health Examinations

Specified Health Examinations target individuals aged
40 to 74 (inclusive) who are covered under the Chiba
City National Health Insurance system, and Health
Examinations target those covered under the Senior
Citizens Medical Insurance System. You will need your
examination voucher sticker.

Contact the Health Support Division (TEL 043-238-
9926) for more details.

Cancer Examinations

Group examinations held in mobile clinics and individual
examinations at medical institutions are available.

The following age groups are eligible for examinations:
40 years and above for lung cancer, 40 years and
above for stomach cancer, 20 years and above for
uterine cancer, 30 years and above for breast cancer,
and 40 years and above for colon cancer. Those who
wish to receive a medical examination must present an
examination voucher sticker.

Contact the Health Support Division (TEL 043-238-
9930) for more details.

English Japanese Romanization

REE BAsE O—<F
certificate for the application of a maximum fee |PREZEEMERESE | gendogaku tekiyou ninteishou
Health Examinations BRZE kenkou shinsa
health insurance card RE%E hokenshou
Maternal and Child Health Handbook B ERFIR boshi kenkou techou
National Health Insurance System ERERFRFIE | kokumin kenkou hoken seido
Specified Health Examinations HERRZE tokutei kenkou shinsa

56



3. Health Consultations
Health Center and Health and Welfare Centers

The Health Center and Health and Welfare Centers
have been set up to help citizens live healthy and

comfortable lives. The Health and Welfare Centers offer

classes and consultations regarding health, nutrition,

dental care, etc. The Health Center offers services such

as consultations for tuberculosis, infectious diseases,

and HIV/AIDS.

Health Center and Health and Welfare Center

Locations

Health Center

Address

1-3-9 Saiwai-cho, Mihama-ku

TEL

043-238-9974

Health Division
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Health and Wel-
fare Center

Address

TEL

W @ Iif < Hahb
(FBEX7VI14-12-4)
TeL 043-284-6494

Chuo

4-5-1 Chuo, Chuo-ku

043-221-2582

bHRERA S L HATSH
EEREEUL 2 —RER

H o E < HNDH

Hanamigawa

1-1 Mizuho, Hanamigawa-ku

043-275-6296

(BFEREZK2-19-1)
TeL 043-233-8714

HEYIE T A 5 <L HAZSH

RAREBUE 4—BER

HEYHFELED

(B EREET226-1)

TeL 043-292-2630

HFIEEETFASLL FAZSH

ERFEEL 2 —EFE

Inage 4-12-4 Anagawa, Inage-ku 043-284-6494
Wakaba 2-19-1 Kaizuka-cho, Wakaba-ku | 043-233-8714
Midori 226-1 Kamatori-cho, Midori-ku | 043-292-2630
Mihama 5-15-2 Masago, Mihama-ku 043-270-2221

HlEECESTD

(EEREREML-15-2)

TeL 043-270-2221
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Long-Term Care Insurance
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1. Municipal Health Examinations

The Long-Term Care Insurance System is intended to
support nursing care for senior citizens, so that those in
need of care can continue to live an independent
lifestyle, and to provide long-term care prevention so
that those who are not currently in need of care can do
the same in the future.

Registering for Long-Term Care Insurance

Individuals who are 40 years old or over qualify for
coverage under Long-Term Care Insurance if they meet
both of the following two criteria:

(1) Registered residents of Chiba City

(2) Individuals whose period of stay is more than 3
months or individuals whose period of stay is less
than 3 months but recognized as exceeding 3
months after a successful extension of the period of
stay

Individuals between the ages of 40 and 64 (inclusive)
must be covered under health insurance in addition to
meeting the aforementioned criteria 1 and 2, in order
to qualify for Long-Term Care Insurance (secondary
insured). A Long-Term Care Insurance certificate will
be issued if the insured individual has been certified as
needing care.
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Loss of Qualification

Loss of qualification must be reported, and the

insurance certificate must be returned in the event of

any of the following:

(1) Upon moving out of Chiba City

* Those who have been certified as needing care (or
support), or are in the process of receiving
certification of needing care (or support), may
submit the certificate for Chiba City to the local
government office of their new residence to transfer
the qualification. Please contact the Long-Term
Care Insurance Office of the Senior Citizens' and
Disabled Persons’ Division at your local Health and
Welfare Center.

x If the reason of the move was to enter a facility
outside of Chiba City, please contact the Long-Term
Care Insurance Office of the Senior Citizens' and
Disabled Persons' Division at your local Health and
Welfare Center. The policyholder may still be
covered by Chiba City's insurance policy.

(2) Upon death of the policyholder
(3) Upon leaving the country

Long-Term Care Insurance Premiums

The Long-Term Care Insurance System is a social
insurance system supported by the insurance premium
paid by the policyholders.

For those aged 40 to 64 years old (inclusive), Long-
Term Care Insurance fees are included in the premiums
for their health insurance.

For those aged 65 years old or older, each individual
will be charged a separate fee for Long-Term Care
Insurance in addition to health insurance premiums.
The amount will depend on factors such as the tax
payments of the policyholder and those sharing his or
her household.
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Long-Term Care Insurance Benefits

In order to use Long-Term Care Insurance services,
submit an application to be certified as needing care (or
needing support) to the Long-Term Care Insurance
Office of the Senior Citizens' and Disabled Persons'
Division at your designated local Health and Welfare
Center. Secondary insured individuals must be suffering
from specified diseases brought on by aging. By being
certified as needing care (or needing support),
policyholders can receive nursing care while being

responsible for typically 10-30% of the costs.

(1) Application

Individuals should apply to be certified as needing care
(or needing support) at the Long-Term Care Insurance
Office, Senior Citizens’ and Disabled Persons’ Support
Division, at the Health and Welfare Center for the ward
in which they live. Attach your Long-Term Care
Insurance certificate. (Secondary insured individuals

will also need to attach their proof of health insurance.)

(2) Investigation

Investigation will be conducted to determine whether
the nursing service is necessary. An investigator will
visit the household to conduct a physical and mental
examination. A written recommendation from the
attending physician will also be required. A computer-
based judgment will be conducted based on the data

gathered (primary judgment).

(3) Evaluation and Judgment

The Certification Committee will determine what kind of
nursing services are necessary (secondary judgment).
For secondary insured individuals, evaluation and
judgment will occur to determine whether they are

suffering from specified diseases brought on by aging.
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(4) Certification

Based on the results of evaluation and judgment by the
committee, the director of the ward office will certify
the result and notify applicants.

The results of examination and judgment fall under the
following categories: Support Levels 1 and 2 and Care
Levels 1-5.

in-home services are
are not available).

For Support Levels 1 and 2,
available (facility services
For Care Levels 1-5, both in-home services and facility
services are available (in principle, those who are Care
Level 3 and above are eligible to enter special nursing
homes.)

(5) Formulation of Service Plan
Appropriate care plans will be prepared for those who
applied for the services.

Individuals classified as Support Levels 1 and 2 should
consult at the Chiba Anshin Care Center* in their
district.

Individuals classified as Care Levels 1-5 should consult
an in-home service support provider (or care manager)
about the creation of a service plan (or care plan).

*The Chiba Anshin Care Center is an organization that
manages long-term care prevention, with 30 locations
in Chiba City.

For more information, please contact the Long-Term
Care Insurance Office of the Senior Citizens’ and
Disabled Persons’ Division at your local Health and
Welfare Center.
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B9IB5EF T A S KL

PRREELES2—
TeL 043-221-2198 Health and Address TEL
BaBKRDES A S L Welfare Center
fERINR BBt 2—
Chuo 4-5-1 Chuo, Chuo-k 043-221-2198
et 043-275-6401 ! 1o, ol
o o et Hanami 1-1 Mizuho, Hanamigawa-k 043-275-6401
FEER A S — anamigawa izuho, Hanamigawa-ku
oL 043-284-6242 Inage 4-12-4 Anagawa, Inage-ku 043-284-6242
bHOEETFTASLL
EEREEULtEVE— ) - kach cabak
To 043-233-8264 Wakaba 2-19-1 Kaizuka-cho, Wakaba-ku | 043-233-8264
HEVIEF A H L
KRR 42— Midori 226-1 Kamatori-cho, Midori-ku | 043-292-9491
TeL 043-292-9491 _ :
BEEET A & <L Mihama 5-15-2 Masago, Mihama-ku 043-270-4073
ERAREELE 54—
TeL 043-270-4073
Glossary HHEEEE
English Japanese Romanization
REE BA:E O—~XF

Care Levels 1-5 ETEL~S youkaigo 1~5

Long-Term Care Insurance certificate | MEFRRIRRESE | kaigo hoken hihokenshashou

Long-Term Care Insurance System MEFRREIE kaigo hoken seido

needing care ENE youkaigo

needing support BxiR youshien

secondary insured L2 WIRIRE dainigou hihokensha

Support Levels 1 and 2 Bl -2 youshien 1 + 2
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Cl]ildren
FEL
1. Preghancy

Pregnancy

If you are pregnant, please fill out a notification of
pregnancy form and submit it to the Health Division of
a Health and Welfare Center. You will be given a
Maternal and Child Health Handbook with vouchers for
general medical examinations for pregnant mothers
and infants, and a voucher for dental examinations for
pregnant mothers. The Maternal and Child Health
Handbook is necessary for medical examinations and
immunizations for pregnant mothers and infants.

It is possible to receive a Maternal and Child Health
Handbook after the birth of the child.

Contact the Health Support Division (TEL 043-245-
9925) or the Health Division of Health and Welfare
Center for more information.

General Medical Examination for Mothers

If you are a registered foreign resident and received a
Maternal and Child Health Handbook, you can obtain 14
maternity examinations during the term of your
pregnancy at medical institutions/birth centers in Chiba
Prefecture.

Contact the Health Support Division (TEL 043-238-
9925) or the Health Division of a Health and Welfare
Center for more information.

Dental Examinations for Pregnant Women and
New Mothers

If you are a registered foreign resident and have
received a Maternal and Child Health Handbook, you
can receive two free dental examinations at a
participating city medical facility, once during
pregnancy and once within one year after giving birth.

Contact the Health Support Division (TEL 043-238-
9925) or the Health Division of a Health and Welfare
Center for more information.
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2. Parenting

Medical Exams for Infants

Infants can receive free medical examinations at a
nearby medical institution twice during the period of 2
months to less than 1 year of age. Vouchers for the
medical exams are provided with the Maternal and
Child Health Handbook. Free medical examinations for
children aged 4 months, 1.5 years, and 3 years old are
performed in groups at Health and Welfare Centers on
designated days. Information will be mailed to
households with eligible children. Staff from the

Health Division of the Health and Welfare Center will
visit households where children have not undertaken
the group medical examinations to check in on their
health conditions.

Contact the Health Support Division (TEL 043-238-
9925) or the Health Division of Health and Welfare
Centers for more information.

Exam for Congenital Dislocation of the Hip Joint

Examinations at cooperating medical institutions are
available for children who are suspected of having this
disorder, based on the results of standard medical
examinations or their everyday health conditions.
Infants from 3 to 7 months of age (until the day before
the child turns 8 months old) are eligible. Vouchers for
free examinations are distributed when submitting a
registration of birth and can also be obtained at the
Health Division of Health and Welfare Centers. Contact
the Health Support Division (TEL 043-238-9925) for
more information.

Vaccinations

In Japan, vaccinations are given to children when they
reach certain ages in order to prevent the outbreak and
spread of infectious diseases. Forms and eligibility
regarding vaccinations are announced in the Chiba City

Newsletter (Chiba Shiseidayori) or on the city
homepage.
Contact the Infectious Disease Countermeasures

Division, Health Center (TEL 043-238-9941) for more
details.
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Day Care Centers

Day care centers are available to care for children from
the day after the baby has turned 3 months of age to
pre-elementary school age, whose guardians are unable
to look after them during the day due to work or illness.
Day care fees differ according to family income.

Contact the Child and Domestic Affairs Division at the
Health and Welfare Center in your ward for more
details.

Children's Rooms

These facilities are for elementary school students,
whose parents are not at home during the day because
of work or other reasons.

Contact the Child and Domestic Affairs Division at the
Health and Welfare Center in your ward for more
information.

3. Allowances & Benefits

There are income and age restrictions and other
conditions that must be met in order to obtain the
following allowances and benefits. Contact the Child
and Domestic Affairs Division at the Health and Welfare
Center in your ward for more information.

Child Allowances

These allowances are provided to parents of children
until March 31 after the child reaches 15 years of age.

Medical Subsidies for Children

Financial support is available for all or part of the out-of
-pocket portion of medical expenses covered under
insurance. This applies to children from age 0 to 3rd-
year junior high school students who regularly visit a
medical facility, have been hospitalized for in-patient
care, or have received medication at an insurance-
covered pharmacy with a non-hospital prescription.
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Child Support Allowances

In order to offer financial support for families such as
single-parent households as a result of divorce, child
support allowances are given to a parent or foster
parent until March 31 after the child's 18th birthday
(for those who have been diagnosed with a permanent
mental or physical disability, until they reach 20 years
of age).

Special Child Support Allowances

Benefits are also available to those who are raising
children younger than 20 years of age who have

n medium-level or higher mental or physical disabilities.

XHaESnEd,

Glossary Y-S

English Japanese Romanization

HEE B3 O—%F
birth notification HaJE shusshou todoke
child allowance REFH Jjidou teate
child support allowance RERETFH Jjidou fuyou teate
congenital dislocation of the hip joint SFER MR RN S sentensei kokansetsu dakkyuu
Maternal and Child Health Handbook BrRFIR boshi kenkou techou
notification of pregnancy form YY) ninshintodoke

special child support allowance

Rl RERETFH

tokubetsu jidou fuyou teate
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Education

235151

#E

1. Education System

The basic Japanese education system consists of six
years of elementary school, three years of junior high
school, three years of senior high school, and four
years of university. School begins in April and the
school year ends in March of the following year.

Compulsory education consists of elementary and
junior high school, and children who will be six years of
age as of April 1 of that year are eligible to enter
elementary school.

2. School Entry Procedures

Kindergarten

Entry application dates and locations are announced in
the October issue of the Chiba City Newsletter (Chiba
Shiseidayori). Contact the Early Childhood Education
and Care Support Division (TEL 043-245-5100) for
more information.

In order to allow as many children as possible to attend
kindergarten, there are benefit systems for childcare
fees for children who attend kindergarten and are
registered as residents in Chiba City. Contact the Early
Childhood Education and Care Support Division (TEL
043-245-5100) for more information.

Entering Elementary & Junior High School

Children of foreign nationality are not required by law
to attend school, but enrollment and admission to
high schools is
General

municipal elementary and junior
possible. You may apply at the Citizens’
Inquiries Division of your ward office when registering
as a foreign resident.
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“School Enrollment Survey (also Child School Admission
Application)” forms are mailed in early September to
families that are registered as residents and have
children of foreign nationality who are at the age to
enter first grade of elementary school. Please submit
the form/application by September 20th.

Children who have completed compulsory elementary
school education and will be graduating become eligible
to enter junior high school. Tuition fees and textbook
costs are free of charge at municipal elementary and
junior high schools, but there are charges for school
meals, excursions, and school supplies.

For those with financial difficulties, there is a support
system for school enrollment (shuugaku enjo seido).

Please apply directly to the school if you wish to enroll
your children at a private elementary or junior high
school.

Contact the School Affairs Division of the Board of
Education (TEL 043-245-5927) for more details.

Senior High School Admission

An admissions examination is required in order to enter
a senior high school in Japan. The child should also
have reached 15 years of age by April 1 of that year
and should have completed nine years of scholastic
education in another country or should have graduated
from, or have the prospect of graduating from, a junior
high school in Japan.

For households with a yearly income below about 9.1
million yen, tuition will be provided for students. For
students facing financial difficulties that would prevent
them from going to school, stipends/grants, Chiba City
scholarship funds, etc. are available to cover textbooks
and other materials.
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